
T he  Re me m bra nc e  Se rv i c e  a t  A l l  Sa i n t s  Chu rc h ,  Ma i de nhea d ,  on  Sunda y 
21s t  Oc t  2018  wa s  a t t e nde d  by t he  MP fo r  Ma i de nhe a d  a nd  P r i m e  Mi n i s t e r  
T he re sa  Ma y a l ong  wi t h  t he  Ma yor  o f  Wi nd so r  a nd  Ma i de nhe a d .  Fr  J e r e m y 
c om m e nt e d  t ha t  T he  P r i m e  Mi n i s t e r  ga ve  a n  ou t s t a nd i ng  se r m on  a dd re s s  
wh i c h  r e m i nde d  u s  o f  t he  s a c r i f i c e  m a de  no t  on l y  b y  t he  pe op l e  o f  Bo yn  
Hi l l  bu t  r i gh t  a c ro s s  t he  t own  o f  Ma i de nhe a d ,  wha t  wa s  qu i t e  a  r e l a t i ve l y  
sm a l l  popu la t i on  a t  t ha t  t im e ,  who  ga ve  t he i r  l i ve s  i n  t he  war .   

T he  se rv i c e  i nc l uded  t he  b l e s s i ng  o f  t h e  t wo  m e m or i a l  na me  boa rds  o f  
Bo yn  Hi l l  r e s i de n t s  who  l o s t  t he i r  l i ve s  i n  t he  F i r s t  Wor l d  Wa r ,  a nd  i n  
m ore  r e ce n t  c on f l i c t s .   

T he  Ma i de nhe a d  Bra nc h  o f  t he  Ro ya l  B r i t i sh  Le g i on  pa r t i c ipa t e d  i n  t he  
se rv i c e ,  i nc l ud i ng  S t a nda rd  Bea re r s  a nd  a  Bugl e r  who  p l a ye d  t he  La s t  Po s t  
a nd  Re ve i l l e .  .  

  

Mrs  Ma y ' s  a dd re s s  i s  r e p roduc e d  be l ow b y t he  k i nd  pe rm i s s i on  o f  he r  
o f f i c e : -  

  

This  year  ma rks  a  cen tury  s inc e  th e  e nd  o f  the  Firs t  Wo rld  

War  –  a  mi l es tone  f or  our  country  an d  the  w or ld .   

The w ar  me mo ria l  on  the  ex te r ior  o f  th i s  church  w as  ded ica ted  

in  1921  to  co mme mo rat e  th e  sac r i f i ce  o f  men  and  w omen  f ro m 

th i s  par i sh  in  that  t er r ib l e  conf l i c t .  

I t  i s  in scr ibed  ‘To  the  Glory  o f  God  and  in  Me mory  o f  the  

Fa l l en ’  

And w e  do  re me m ber  the m.  

In  tow ns  across  our  country ,  the  na mes  o f  those  w ho  ma de  the  

u l t ima te  sa cr i f i ce  over  100  yea rs  ago  are  engrav ed  on  

me mo ria l s  and  inscr ibed  on  ro l l s  o f  honour .  

We r e me mber  the  young  men  w ho  l e f t  the i r  ho mes  to  f i gh t  and  

d ie  in  the  mud  and  horror  o f  the  t ren ches .  

We r e me mber  the  sa i lors  w ho  shove l l ed  coa l  in to  he l l f i re  

f urnaces  in  the  bow el s  o f  ba t t l e sh ips .  

We r e me mber  the  se l f l e s sness  o f  a  re ma rkab le  gen era t ion ;  w ho  

f or  our  to mo rrow  gave  the i r  today .  



I  th ink  o f  Hubert  Gran t  -  my  f a ther ' s  cous in  in  w hose  honour  

he  w as  named .  Hu bert  f ought  and  d ied  a t  Pass chendae l e  a t  the  

age  o f  jus t  19 .  

Last  year ,  a t  the  s erv ic e  to  mark  the  cen t enary  o f  that  bat t l e ,  I  

took  a  mo ment  t o  f ind  h i s  name on  th e  M enin  Gat e ,  a lo ngs ide  

thousands  o f  h i s  compa tr io t s .  

We w i l l  re me mber  the m a l l .          

Alongs ide  a  co mmi t ment  to  r e me mbe r ,  w e  have  a  respo ns ib i l i ty  

to  make  ce r ta in  th at  those  w ho  f ought  f or  our  f re edo m d id  not  

d i e  in  va in .   

A dete r minat ion  t o  pursue  th i s  ca l l i ng  trans f or med  ou r  

country .  A  d et er minat ion  that  the  men  w ho  re turned  f ro m th e  

quagmir es  o f  Pass chendae le  t o  the i r  f ami l i e s ,  shou ld  have  

homes  f i t  f or  hero es .  

That  the  w omen  w ho  mad e  muni t ions ,  kept  the  buses  an d  tra ins  

runn ing ,  s erved  as  f i re f igh ters  and  po l i ce  o f f i cers ,  sho u ld  have  

a  vo i ce  in  our  de m ocra cy .  

That  a  country  w h ich  s tood  tog ethe r  in  so l idar i ty ,  shou ld  

beco me a  f a i re r ,  more  equa l  soc i e ty .  

A gene rat ion  la t er ,  another  v i c to ry  bu i l t  on  shared  sacr i f i ce  

renew ed  that  d ete r minat ion .  

Tw ice  in  a  cen tury ,  Br i ta in  ca me to g ethe r  to  bea t  the  o dds  and  

bu i ld  a  bet ter  f u ture .  

The l egacy  o f  the  Gr eat  W ar  i s  no t  o n ly  the  f reedo m w e  en joy  

today  but  our  end ur ing  deter minat i on  to  bu i ld  a  bet te r  Br i ta in  

and  a  bet te r  w or ld .  

A Bri ta in  w here  the  next  g ene rat ion  can  en joy  a  b et t er  l i f e  

than  the i r  anc es to rs .  

And a  w or ld  that  i s  sa f er  and  mor e  peac ef u l  than  bef ore .  

  

Mrs  Ma y  a l so  pe r sona l i s e d  t he  a dd re s s  b y r e fe r r i ng  t o  t he  133  pe op l e  who  
ga ve  t he i r  l i ve s  na me d  on  t he  o r i g i na l  me m or i a l  boa rd  a l ong  wi t h  t he  
r e fe r e nc e  t o  t he  fou r  VC ' s  (V i c t o r i a  C ross )  t ha t  we re  a wa rde d  t o  r e s i de n t s  
o f  Ma i de nhe a d .  


